REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
End-O-Line Railroad Park and Museum
Murray County Minnesota Government
Project: Conditions Assessment for Historic Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha
Turntable
Summary of Request:
End-O-Line Railroad Park and Museum (located at 440 North Mill Street, Currie, MN 56172) is
seeking proposals from a qualified engineer/architect to perform a conditions assessment on the
park’s historic railroad turntable. The purpose of this assessment is to evaluate the condition of
the entire structure and to provide professional recommendations for preservation. This project
has been financed in part with funds provided by the State of Minnesota from the Arts and
Cultural Heritage Fund through the Minnesota Historical Society.
Scope of Project
• Evaluate and assess the current structural condition of the turntable bridge, turntable
apparatus, the pit floor, and limestone-lined wall of the pit.
• Prepare a written report summarizing observations including recommendations of
preservation. The report should include:
- Diagrams that clarify or better describe the condition
- Suggested interventions for problems
- Initial cost estimate for treatment
- Plans and specifications for suggested construction work, taking into
consideration its current use as an educational ride as well as Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.
Qualifications
• The conditions assessment report is required to be written by a qualified Historic
Architect who meets the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualifications for Historic
Architecture. The minimum qualifications are:
- Holding a professional degree in architecture or a State license to practice
architecture, plus one of the following:
▪ At least one year of graduate study* in architectural preservation,
American architectural history, preservation planning, or closely related
field; or
▪ At least one year of full-time professional experience on historic
preservation projects.
* Such graduate study or experience shall include detailed investigations
of historic structures, preparation of historic structures research reports,
and preparation of plans and specifications for preservation projects.
• Any machinery, supplies, travel, or labor be provided by the contractor (or associated
fees priced in the proposal)
• General Commercial Liability Insurance
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Timeline
Preference is to perform the conditions assessment sometime after September 2, 2019 and before
the first freeze of 2019. If conditions are not desirable, the assessment may be performed
anytime deemed appropriate by the contractor and project host; dependent on weather/park
conditions. Overall project including any final reports must be completed and submitted no later
than June 30, 2020.
Submissions
Proposals must include the following aspects:
• Outline or summary of how you plan to conduct the Scope of Project.
• Budget of the costs to perform the conditions assessment.
• A resumé proving professional degree in architecture or a State license to practice
architecture with proof of full-time professional experience or graduate study.
• Proof of insurance
Proposals are due timestamped, postmarked, or delivered no later than 5:00 pm on Saturday,
August 10, 2019. Proposals will be reviewed and selected between August 14-23. Applicants
will be notified of our decision shortly thereafter. Proposals may be submitted via email as a
PDF with the subject line reading “Turntable Conditions Assessment” to:
endoline@co.murray.mn.us. Or, via USPS mail to:
End-O-Line Railroad Park and Museum
Attn: Turntable Conditions Assessment
PO Box 57
Slayton, Minnesota 56172
Any questions regarding this RFP or inquires to visit the project site can be arranged by
contacting:
Jakob Etrheim
End-O-Line Railroad Park and Museum Site Coordinator
(507) 763-3708
endoline@co.murray.mn.us
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History and Past Work
In 1900, the Des Moines Valley Railway Company completed a thirty-eight-mile branch line
extending from Bingham Lake to Currie. A hand-operated turntable was constructed in Currie in
1901 in order to more easily turn the steam engines around and return them east to Bingham
Lake. As was the case with railways throughout the state, passenger traffic on the Currie Branch
peaked in the early 1920s, then began a swift decline due to the advent of the automobile. In the
1950s, diesel engines began to replace steam locomotives, rendering the turntable largely
obsolete. Consequently, the railroad yard, turntable, and tracks fell into disrepair. The last train
left Currie in April 1977, and the Currie Branch line was officially abandoned in January 1980.
However, even before the Chicago & North Western officially abandoned the Currie line, local
residents took the initiative to preserve the community’s railway heritage and its historic
turntable. In 1972, the local 4-H Club launched a project to restore the turntable and repair the
old depot. Their efforts ultimately led to the creation of the End-O-Line Railroad Park &
Museum, part of the Murray County Parks Department, in 1975. The turntable was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1977. Since its beginnings in 1972, End-O-Line Railroad
Park & Museum has expanded and grown from the original 2.8 acres to its current twelve-acre
campus. The park now boasts thirteen buildings as well as six rolling stock artifacts.
Constructed by the American Bridge Company of Chicago, the original 1901 turntable was a
fifty-six-foot wood and steel turntable. In 1922, workers expanded the pit and installed a longer,
seventy-foot turntable formerly used in Pipestone, MN to accommodate larger steam engines.
The turntable uses a center-balanced (also called cantilever) construction style. This style
consists of a plate-and-truss bridge carried on a single bearing known as a “sow in the saddle.”
The outer wheels, which ride on a circular track built around the edge of the pit, support the
bridge as the entire weight of the locomotive rests on the bearing (though they do carry some of
the weight if the load is out of balance). The pit was lined with Mankato limestone. The stones
were dry-stacked so carefully that no cement was needed to hold them in place. When the pit was
expanded to its current size in 1922, the cement was placed on top of the limestone. Most of this
cement is currently crumbling and may possibly be damaging the limestone.
In 1983, a restoration of the turntable was conducted with funding via the Minnesota Historical
Society through the Emergency Jobs Act. The original wood was removed, and new beams,
flooring, and side railings were installed to the original bridge. All the wood was also treated
with a special preservative. Besides minor repairs over the years, this same wood is still on the
turntable today. The park and turntable are also located in a flood plain and have suffered several
flooding events in its history. Most recently, the park closed for several weeks due to flooding in
2014 and 2018. Even on an average wet season, the pit of the turntable almost always has some
water in it. When the pit has water in it, it has been past policy not to pump the water out as to
not compromise the integrity of the pit wall. The urgency of this project started in early 2018
when it was observed that the turntable brushed the rock wall at certain spots; indicating
meaning that the rock wall is starting to move or deteriorate.
Current Use
Besides moving small repair cars from indoor winter storage to outside display, the turntable is
no longer is used for moving large rolling stock or railroad equipment as it once did. The
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turntable is now used as an educational tool. The park welcomes between 2,500 to 3,000 visitors
annually. Visitors of the park that pay for a guided tour are explained the process of how the
turntable operates, its history, and given a 180-degree ride. Park visitors are asked to stand in the
middle of the turntable (in order to achieve best balance) while a staff member on each side
pushes the turntable. Non-staff are not allowed to operate the turntable and it is locked when not
in use. Park policy states that when water in the pit of the turntable is more than a foot above the
bottom of the bridge, the turntable is not spun due to heavier resistance when turning and to
avoid and damage to turntable or pit-wall lining.
The number of people per ride vary from one person to over 100 students at any given time. The
park’s regular hours of operation are Wednesday-Sunday 10am-5pm Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day (approximately 72 days open) or by appointment outside the appointed hours
and during the months of May, September, and October. At most, the turntable can be turned six
times a day but on average is turned 2-3 a day and approximately 25 times during the period
when the park is open by appointment only. Overall, the turntable is spun approximately 169-457
times annually.
The turntable—the only exclusively hand-operated railroad turntable in its original location still
operational in Minnesota—remains the highlight of the park.
The following photos were taken on July 7, 2019:
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The following photos show past work done on the turntable and events that may have
affected its current condition:

Photo depicting turntable and
environs prior to the 4-H club
beginning its restoration
project, 1972 (2017.003.006
EOL Archives)

Replacing side rails on
the turntable, 1975
(2017.006.003 EOL
Archives)
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Photos of repairing the
Turntable, 1976 (2017.07.010 &
2017.007.012 EOL Archives)
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Close up photos depicting the poor condition of the turntable prior to restoration,
1984 (2017.015.001 & .003 EOL Archives)
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Photos of restoration on turntable
done in 1984. Final result bottom
right (2017.015.006, 010, 011, 016,
026 EOL Archives)
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Shot of
turntable pit
condition in
1991
(2017.024.040
EOL Archives)

Volunteers cleaning the
turntable, Fall 1993
(2017.026.167 EOL Archives)
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General maintenance and repair
of the turntable, August 1994
(2017.027.079 & .082 EOL
Archives)
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Spring flooding
of turntable, 2004
(2017.037.105
EOL Archives)

Minor repairs on
turntable, 2007
(2018.040.108
EOL Archives)
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Flooding in 2014
that caused the
park to close for
two weeks

Flooding in 2018 that caused the park
to close for three weeks. (Photo by
Jakob Etrheim)

15

